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"(b) Hearing After Statement of Charges. – When a license holder receives a statement 
of charges of a violation that could result in the suspension or revocation of the person's 
license, the person can obtain a hearing by making a request for a hearing. The person must 
make the request to the Division within 10 days after receiving the statement of the charges. A 
person who does not request a hearing within this time limit waives the right to a hearing. 

The Division must hold a hearing requested under this subsection within 10 business30 
days after receiving the request. The hearing must be held at the location designated by the 
Division. Suspension or revocation of the license is stayed until a decision is made following 
the hearing. 

If a person does not request a hearing within the time allowed for making the request, the 
proposed suspension or revocation becomes effective the day after the time for making the 
request ends. If a person requests a hearing but does not attend the hearing, the proposed 
suspension or revocation becomes effective the day after the date set for the hearing." 
 
STUDY EXEMPTING MOTOR VEHICLES FROM EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS 

SECTION 28.24.(a)  The Department of Transportation, Division of Motor 
Vehicles, shall lead a study to examine exempting from the emissions inspection required for 
motor vehicles under G.S. 20-183.2(b) (i) the three newest model year vehicles and (ii) all 
vehicles. As part of this study, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division 
of Air Quality, in coordination with the Department of Transportation, Division of Motor 
Vehicles, shall evaluate the potential impacts of exempting these motor vehicles on emissions 
levels and air quality. In evaluating these potential impacts, the Division of Air Quality shall 
consider all of the following: 

(1) Whether North Carolina would be in jeopardy of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) finding that the State failed to 
implement its State Implementation Plan; if so, what specific alternative 
programs would result in emissions reductions that would be equivalent to 
any increased emissions resulting from exempting these motor vehicles from 
emissions testing; and what approvals, demonstrations, documentation, or 
other requirements is the State subject to in order to comply with federal law 
and to assure that the State does not lose eligibility to secure federal 
transportation funds. 

(2) Whether air quality standards would be violated based on (i) existing air 
quality standards adopted under Article 21B of Chapter 143 of the General 
Statutes and (ii) revised air quality standards, including a revised standard 
for ozone, that are currently being considered for adoption by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency. 

(3) Whether the State would be in jeopardy of being found to be out of 
conformity such that its State and local transportation plans would interfere 
with the State's ability to attain federal air standards, resulting in loss of 
future federal transportation funds. 

(4) What new or amended rules would be necessary regarding any 
recommendation of this study and the time frame for adopting such new or 
amended rules. 

(5) What fiscal impacts would result for motor vehicle owners, licensed 
inspection stations, the Department of Transportation, and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources. 

(6) Any other issues pertinent to the study under this section.  
SECTION 28.24.(b)  No later than March 1, 2012, the Department of 

Transportation and Department of Environment and Natural Resources shall submit a joint 
report of the results of the study under this section, including the findings, recommendations, 
and any legislative or administrative proposals, to the Joint Legislative Transportation 
Oversight Committee, the Environmental Review Commission, the Joint Legislative 
Commission on Governmental Operations, the House and Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittees on Natural and Economic Resources, the House Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Transportation, and the Senate Committee on Appropriations on Department of 
Transportation. 
 


