
Exhibit 3 

Driver 

Education 

Reform Has 

Been Partially 

Implemented 

 Driver Education Reform Law Mandate  Implementation 

A statewide program organized and administered by DPI   

A strategic plan for driver education consisting of at minimum 
information on 

  

 the implementation of a statewide standard 
curriculum, 

  

 performance indicators   

 the number of participants compared to those 
projected 

 

 expenditures for the program  

 the success rate of participants in receiving a driver’s 
license 

  

 

An advisory board of DPI and Division of Motor Vehicle 
representatives and stakeholders with specific roles 

  

A board-adopted salary range for instructors who are public 
school employees and who are not licensed teachers  

  

Paying driver education instructors who are public school 
employees and who are licensed teachers according to the 
teacher salary schedule 

  

State Board of Education rules authorizing LEAs to contract 
with public or private entities to provide instruction 

  

Establishing requirements for instructors, but not requiring 
instructors to hold teacher certificates 

  

 = Fully implemented;  = Partially Implemented;  = Not implemented 
 

 

 

 

Notes: The State Board of Education is considering requiring a criminal background check for driver 

education instructors. 

Source: Program Evaluation Division based on review of documents from the Department of Public 

Instruction.

 



Exhibit 9: North Carolina’s Graduated Licensing Requirements for Drivers Age 15–18 

 Level One 
Limited Learner Permit 

Level Two 
Limited Provisional License 

Level Three 
Full Provisional License 

Age minimum  At least 15 years old but 
less than 18 years old 

 At least 16 years old but 
less than 18 years old 

 At least 16 ½ years old 

Proof of eligibility  Driver Education 
Certificate 

 Driving Eligibility 
Certificate or high school 
diploma or its equivalent 

 Must hold the Level One 
Limited Learner Permit for 
at least 12 months prior to 
applying for Limited 
Provisional License 

 Drivers log signed by the 
supervising driver 

 Must hold the Level Two 
Limited Provision Licenses 
for at least six months prior 
to applying for Full 
Provisional License 

 Drivers log signed by the 
supervising driver 

Driving time restrictions  Between the hours of 5 
a.m. and 9 p.m. for first six 
months with supervising 
driver 

 After six months, no driving 
time restrictions with 

supervised driver 

 Can drive without 
supervision between the 
hours of 5 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
and any time when driving 
directly to or from work 

 None 

Driving log  Minimum of 60 hours of 
operations, including at 
least 10 hours of driving 
during nighttime hours 

 No more than 10 hours of 
operations per week 

 Minimum of 12 hours of 
operations, including at 
least six hours of driving 
during nighttime hours 

 None 

Passenger restrictions  Only supervising driver 
allowed in the front seat 

 All passengers restrained 
by seat belt or child safety 
seat 

 Supervising driver must be 
seated beside the driver 

 All passengers restrained 
by seat belt or child safety 
seat 

 Only one other passenger 
under the age of 21, unless 
all passengers under 21 
are immediate family or 
live in the same household 

 None 

Supervising driver  Parent, grandparent or 
guardian of the 
permit/license holder or a 
responsible person 
approved by the parent or 
guardian 

 Supervising drivers must 
hold a valid driver license 
and be licensed for at 
least five years 

 Parent, grandparent or 
guardian of the 
permit/license holder or a 
responsible person 
approved by the parent or 
guardian 

 Supervising drivers must 
hold a valid driver license 
and be licensed for at 
least five years 

 None 

Other restrictions   No use of mobile 
telephones or additional 
technology while operating 

a motor vehicle 

 No use of mobile 
telephones or additional 
technology while operating 

a motor vehicle 

 No use of mobile 
telephones or additional 
technology while operating 

a motor vehicle 

Driving record  N/A  No convictions of motor 
vehicle moving violations or 
seat belt/mobile telephone 
infractions in the previous 
six months 

 No convictions of motor 
vehicle moving violations or 
seat belt/mobile telephone 
infractions in the previous 
six months 

Source: Program Evaluation Division based on the North Carolina Driver’s Handbook. 

 


