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Summary Table 
 

Table Measure Rank 
1 Population  9,535,483 10 
2 Percent Change in 

Population  18.5% 6 

3 Median Household 
Income  $43,674 39 

4 Unemployment Rate  10.6% 44 
5 Percentage Employed in 

Computer or Math 
Occupations 

2.4% 16 

6 Percentage of 
Population Living in 
Poverty 

16.3% 38 

7 Percentage of 
Population Without 
Health Insurance  

20.4% 40 

8 Percentage of Adults 
Overweight or Obese  62.4% 31 

9 Infant Mortality Rate 8.5 44 
10 Per Capita State and 

Local Taxes  $3,591 18 

11 State and Local Taxes 
as a Percentage of 
Personal Income  

10.1% 17 

12 Per Capita State Taxes  $2,185 18 
13 Per Capita Federal 

Grants  $2,232 30 

14 Per Capita State 
Expenditures  $5,051 15 

15 Per Capita State 
General Fund 
Expenditures  

$2,095 29 

16 State General Fund 
Expenditures as a 
Percentage of Personal 
Income  

6.0% 33 

17 Per Capita Federal 
Expenditures $9,043 43 

18 Bond Ratings  AAA 1 
19 Per Capita State and 

Local Debt  $5,537 9 

20 Per Capita Medicaid 
Expenditures  $1,099 30 

21 State Funding Per Pupil, 
K-12  $5,620 26 

22 Percentage with High 
School Education or Less 64.9% 25 

23 Average Annual In-
State Tuition $5,196 7 

24 State Government FTE 
Employment 1.6 21 

25 Percentage of Roads 
Maintained by the State 75.6% 4 

 
Iv 
 

Highlights 
 

 North Carolina and six other states 
ranked 1st in bond ratings for general 
obligation bonds in December 2010, 
receiving the highest rating from all 
three bond rating services. 

 North Carolina ranked 4th in the 
percentage of roads maintained by the 
state in 2008 at 75.6%. 

 North Carolina ranked 6th in population 
growth, increasing by 18.5% between 
2000 and 2010. 

 North Carolina ranked 7th in average 
annual in-state tuition and fees at public 
four-year colleges and universities in 
2010-11 at $5,196. The 50-state 
average was $7,506. Forty-three other 
states had higher tuition and fees. 

 North Carolina ranked 9th in per capita 
state and local debt in Fiscal Year 
2007-08 at $5,537. Forty-one other 
states had higher per capita state and 
local debt. 

 North Carolina ranked 10th in population 
in 2010 with 9,535,483 residents. 

 North Carolina ranked 15th in per capita 
state expenditures in Fiscal Year 2007-
08 at $5,051. Thirty-five other states 
had higher per capita state 
expenditures.  

 North Carolina and three other states 
ranked 16th in percentage employed in 
computer or math occupations in 2009 at 
2.4%. 

 North Carolina and four other states 
ranked 17th in state and local taxes as a 
percentage of personal income in Fiscal 
Year 2007-08 at 10.1%. Twenty-nine 
other states had higher per capita state 
and local taxes. 

 North Carolina ranked 18th in per capita 
state and local taxes in Fiscal Year 
2007-08 at $3,591. Thirty-two other 
states had higher per capita state and 
local taxes. 

 North Carolina ranked 18th in per capita 
state taxes in Fiscal Year 2008-09 at 
$2,185. Thirty-two other states had 
higher per capita state and local taxes. 

V 
  



Change in Rank 
 

To determine change in rank, the rank for each 
indicator in this compendium was compared to 
that indicator’s rank in the last edition of this 
compendium, which was published in 2009.  
 
For both compendiums, the value states aspire to 
was ranked first, when known. Otherwise, the 
highest value was ranked first.  
 
North Carolina’s rank on an indicator “improved” 
if its rank number decreased, and this change is 
indicated with a . For example, North 
Carolina’s rank improved for population growth 
because North Carolina ranked 6th on this 
indicator in this compendium and 9th in the last 
compendium.  
 
North Carolina’s rank on an indicator “declined” 
if its rank number increased, and this change is 
indicated with a . For example, North 
Carolina’s rank declined for median household 
income because North Carolina ranked 39th on 
this indicator in this compendium and 37th in the 
last compendium. 
 
North Carolina’s rank on an indicator “stayed the 
same” if its rank number did not change, and this 
lack of change is indicated with a =. For 
example, North Carolina’s rank stayed the same 
for population because North Carolina ranked 
10th on this indicator in this compendium and the 
last compendium.  
 
The table below tallies how many times North 
Carolina’s rank improved, declined, or stayed the 
same on the 25 indicators included in this 
compendium. 

 

  Tally 

 Rank improved 8 

 Rank declined 8 

= Rank stayed the same 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

vi 

Change in Rank 
 

Table 
Direction 

of Change 
Number of 
Positions 

1 Population  = 0 
2 Percent Change in 

Population   3 

3 Median Household 
Income   2 

4 Unemployment Rate   6 
5 Percentage Employed in 

Computer or Math 
Occupations 

 4 

6 Percentage of Population 
Living in Poverty = 0 

7 Percentage of Population 
Without Health Insurance   3 

8 Percentage of Adults 
Overweight or Obese  = 0 

9 Infant Mortality Rate = 0 
10 Per Capita State and 

Local Taxes  = 0 

11 State and Local Taxes as 
a Percentage of Personal 
Income  

 4 

12 Per Capita State Taxes   7 
13 Per Capita Federal 

Grants   3 

14 Per Capita State 
Expenditures   3 

15 Per Capita State 
General Fund 
Expenditures  

 1 

16 State General Fund 
Expenditures as a 
Percentage of Personal 
Income  

= 0 

17 Per Capita Federal 
Expenditures  4 

18 Bond Ratings  = 0 
19 Per Capita State and 

Local Debt   2 

20 Per Capita Medicaid 
Expenditures   2 

21 State Funding Per Pupil, 
K-12   3 

22 Percentage with High 
School Education or Less  2 

23 Average Annual In-State 
Tuition  1 

24 State Government FTE 
Employment = 0 

25 Percentage of Roads 
Maintained by the State = 0 

vii 
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10.2 
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14.8 
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12. Pe

Rank 
1 Sou
2 Ne
3 Ge
4 Sou
5 Tex
6 Ten
7 Ari
8 Flo
9 Co
9 Mis

11 Ala
12 Or
13 Uta
14 Ida
15 Vir
16 Oh
17 Ne
18 No
19 Mis
20 Ok
21 Ne
22 Lou
23 Ken
24 Illin
25 Ind
26 Iow
27 Mic
28 Ka
29 Pen
30 Ne
31 Rho
32 Wa
33 Mo

  50-
34 Wi
35 Ark
36 We
37 Ma
38 Ma
39 Ca
40 Ma
41 Ne
42 De
43 Min
44 Ne
45 Ha
46 Co
47 No
48 Ve
49 Wy
50 Ala

r Capita St
 

  
uth Carolina 
w Hampshire 

eorgia 
uth Dakota 
xas 
nnessee 
zona 
rida 
lorado 
ssouri 
abama  
egon 
ah 
aho 
rginia 
hio 
vada 

orth Carolina 
ssissippi 
klahoma 
braska 

uisiana 
ntucky 
nois 
diana 
wa 
chigan 
nsas 
nnsylvania 
w Mexico 
ode Island 
ashington 
ontana 
-State Average
isconsin 
kansas 
est Virginia 
aine 
aryland 
lifornia 

assachusetts 
w Jersey  
laware 
nnesota 
w York  
waii 
nnecticut 
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rmont 
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aska 

 
 

tate Taxes

Taxes in $
1,56
1,60
1,63
1,64
1,64
1,65
1,70
1,72
1,72
1,72
1,76
1,93
1,94
2,05
2,05
2,07
2,10
2,18
2,20
2,21
2,22
2,22
2,26
2,26
2,32
2,32
2,36
2,37
2,38
2,41
2,45
2,46
2,46

e 2,53
2,56
2,58
2,63
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5,07
7,09
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13. Per C

Rank   
1 Alas
2 Wyo
3 Nort
4 Verm
5 New
6 Rhod
7 Wis
8 Louis
9 Mas

10 New
11 Mai
12 Sout
13 Mon
14 Miss
15 Tenn
16 Wes
17 Kent

  50-S
18 Iowa
19 Haw
20 Con
21 Cali
22 Illino
23 Arka
23 Dela
25 Okla
26 Wa
27 Ore
28 Miss
29 Texa
30 Nort
31 Minn
32 Ohio
33 Ariz
34 Penn
35 Alab
36 Mich
37 India
38 Mar
39 Neb
40 Sout
41 Idah
42 New
43 Geo
44 New
45 Kans
46 Utah
47 Colo
48 Flori
49 Virg
50 Nev

Capita Fed

ska 
oming 
th Dakota 
mont 
w Mexico 
de Island 
consin 
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w York 
ne 
th Dakota 
ntana 
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a 
waii 
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fornia 
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ahoma 
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th Carolina 
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nsylvania 
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vada 
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5,3
4,7
3,4
3,4
3,4
3,4
3,3
3,3
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3,1
3,0
3,0
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2,8
2,7
2,7
2,6

 2,5
2,5
2,5
2,5
2,4
2,4
2,4
2,4
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2,1
2,1
2,1
2,1
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2,0
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1,9
1,9
1,9
1,7
1,7
1,7
1,6
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Rank   
1 Texas 
2 Nevad
3 Florida
4 Tennes
5 Georg
6 Missou
7 South D
8 Colora
9 Arizon

10 Nebra
11 Indiana
12 Illinois 
13 New H
14 Idaho 
15 North 
16 Virgini
17 Utah 
18 Alabam
19 Kansas
20 Oklaho
21 Arkans
22 Iowa 
23 Michig
24 Pennsy
25 Wiscon
26 West V
27 Ohio 
28 Orego
29 Kentuc
30 Maryla
31 Washi

  50-Sta
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33 Maine 
34 Monta
35 Mississ
36 North 
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40 New Je
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45 New Y
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48 Hawai
49 Wyom
50 Alaska
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15.
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Rank 
1 Michig
2 New H
3 South C
4 Florida
5 Arizon
6 Missou
7 South D
8 Arkans
9 Illinois 

10 Colora
11 Orego
12 Alabam
13 Mississ
14 Nevad
15 Georg
16 Utah 
17 Idaho 
18 Texas 
19 Monta
20 Oklaho
21 Nebra
22 Vermo
23 Tennes
24 North 
25 Iowa 
26 Indiana
27 Virgini
28 Kentuc
29 North 
30 Louisia
31 West V
32 Pennsy
33 Kansas
34 Washi
35 Wiscon
36 Maine 
37 Ohio 
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42 New M
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16. S
Expenditu

Pe

Rank  
1 M
1 N
3 F
4 C
4 I
4 S
7 M
7 S
9 A
9 N

11 O
12 A
12 T
12 V
15 A
15 N
15 N
18 V
19 G
20 O
20 W
22 I
22 M
22 M
22 M
26 
27 K
27 T
27 U
30 I
30 L
32 C
33 I
33 N
33 N
33 W

  5
37 M
38 K
38 O
40 W
41 R
42 N
43 M
44 C
45 N
46 M
47 D
48 H
49 W
50 A

State Gene
ures as a P
ersonal Inc

 
  
Michigan 
New Hampshir
Florida 
Colorado 
Illinois 
South Dakota 
Missouri 
South Carolina
Arizona 
Nevada 
Oregon 
Alabama 
Texas 
Virginia 
Arkansas 
Nebraska 
North Dakota 
Vermont 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Iowa 
Maryland 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Pennsylvania 
Kansas 
Tennessee 
Utah 
Idaho 
Louisiana 
California 
Indiana 
New York 
North Carolina
Wisconsin 
50-State Avera
Maine 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
West Virginia 
Rhode Island 
New Jersey 
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New Mexico 
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Delaware 
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Alaska 

ral Fund 
Percentage
come 

Percent 
2.5 

e 2.5 
3.3 
3.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.9 

 3.9 
4.2 
4.2 
4.3 
4.6 
4.6 
4.6 
4.7 
4.7 
4.7 
4.8 
5.0 
5.1 
5.1 
5.2 
5.2 
5.2 
5.2 
5.4 
5.5 
5.5 
5.5 
5.6 
5.6 
5.8 
6.0 
6.0 

a 6.0 
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14.6 
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17. P

Rank   
1 Alaska
2 Virgini
3 Hawai
4 Maryla
5 New M
6 North 
7 Massa
8 Kansas
9 Connec

10 South D
11 Alabam
12 Kentuc
13 Wyom
14 Vermo
15 Missou
16 Monta
17 Mississ
18 Rhode 

  50-Sta
19 Tennes
20 West V
21 Wiscon
22 Maine 
23 Louisia
23 Pennsy
25 South C
26 Oklaho
27 Washi
28 New Y
29 Iowa 
30 Idaho 
31 Arizon
32 Indiana
33 Colora
34 Florida
35 Arkans
36 Califor
37 Ohio 
38 New Je
39 Michig
40 Nebra
41 Delaw
42 Texas 
43 North 
44 Illinois 
45 New H
46 Orego
47 Minnes
48 Georg
49 Utah 
50 Nevad

Per Capita 
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Rank   
1 Delaw
1 Georg
1 Maryla
1 Missou
1 North 
1 Utah 
1 Virgini
1 Indiana
1 Iowa 

10 Florida
10 Minnes
10 South C
10 Tennes
10 Texas 
10 Vermo
16 New M
17 Alaska
18 Kansas
18 Nevad
18 North 
18 Ohio 
18 Washi
18 Wyom
24 Alabam
24 Hawai
24 Massa
24 Monta
24 New H
24 Oklaho
24 Orego
24 Pennsy
32 Arkans
32 Colora
32 Idaho 
32 Nebra
36 Maine 
36 Mississ
36 West V
39 Connec
39 New Je
39 New Y
39 Rhode 
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Rank   
1 W
2 D
3 V
4 N
5 S
6 M
7 A
8 K
9 P

10 Lo
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12 M
13 N
14 W

  5
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17 N
18 C
19 R
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West Virginia 
Delaware 
Virginia 
North Carolina 
outh Carolina 

Maine 
Alaska 
entucky 
ennsylvania 
ouisiana 
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Missouri 
New Hampshire
Wyoming 

0-State Averag
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Vermont 
New Mexico 
Connecticut 
hode Island 

Arkansas 
Maryland 
Nevada 
Ohio 
ennessee 

Georgia 
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Alabama 
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Oklahoma  
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California 
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North Dakota 
Washington 
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ansas 

New Jersey 
 
 

of Roads 
the State 

Percent 
89.4 
84.8 
78.4 

 75.6 
62.5 
37.3 
36.9 
35.0 
32.7 
27.3 
26.1 
26.0 

 24.8 
24.0 
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21.7 
18.2 
17.5 
17.4 
17.3 
16.5 
16.4 
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15.7 
15.1 
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14.7 
14.6 
13.1 
13.1 
12.7 
11.7 
11.5 
11.2 
11.2 
10.8 
10.6 
10.4 
10.3 
10.2 
10.0 
9.5 
8.8 
8.6 
8.5 
8.4 
7.9 
7.8 
7.8 
7.4 
6.0 
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Methodology 
 
The data in this compendium represent the most 
current information available for all 50 states 
(data on the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico 
were not included) as of December 2010. The 
Program Evaluation Division identified the best 
source of data for each table. When necessary, 
calculations were done to provide the information 
in the most useful format.  
 
As shown in the source notes for each indicator, 
the majority of data are from the U.S. Census 
Bureau or other federal agencies such as the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis. Data on several of the health 
tables were obtained from the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, a leader in collecting health-related 
data for the U.S. For more detailed information 
on sources, please contact the Program 
Evaluation Division. 
 
The data tables display values for each state in 
whole numbers or to one decimal point. Each 
state was then ranked according to these data. If 
two or more states had the same value, they 
were given the same ranking and listed in 
alphabetical order. 
 
The data tables also display the 50-state 
average, allowing the reader to compare North 
Carolina to the average of other states. This 
average was calculated by summing each state’s 
value and dividing by 50. This number differs 
from national averages, which are typically 
weighted and include the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico. Each map indicates the states 
that rank at or above the 50-state average (in 
gray) and below the 50-state average (in white).  
 
Tables 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, and 20 
present per capita information. For each table 
the data were collected and divided by the total 
population for the year the data were reported. 
 
Tables 11 and 16 present information as a 
percentage of personal income. The calculation 
for these tables is similar to per capita, but 
instead of dividing by state population, the data 
were divided by each state’s total personal 
income. 
 
The information in Table 24, State Government 
FTE Employment per 100 Persons, was calculated 
by dividing each state’s full-time equivalent 
employment by the state’s population and 
multiplying the result by 100. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this compendium, please 
contact the lead for this project, 
Kiernan McGorty, at kiernan.mcgorty@ncleg.net  
or 919-301-1404. 
 
Staff members who made key contributions to this 
compendium include Catherine Moga Bryant. 
John W. Turcotte is director of the Program 
Evaluation Division. 
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