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In six months ‘North - Carohn_a
might become the only state in.
which residents can dial a phone
number at>any time and have a-
computer tell them the status of a
bill pendmg in the state legisla- - -
ture. -":—.'x‘ L e T
By October,; 4 legislator. ms}ung
to rewrife a state law may be able
to sit down fo a computer termi-
nal, eall up the law on the video
screen, type in the desired
changes and immediately print
his proposed bili. The procedure
would shave minutes or hours off
the current process,  in - which
legislators or staff assistants look
up laws In books and type and
retype bill drafts. o
These innovations are part of 2"

pian to change the N.C. General

Assembly from one of the nation’s-
least automated state legislatures
to one of the most sophlsticated n
terms of computer use. The man
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buttons is M..
< Glefin Newkirka burI *Arkansas
.native- the. legislature. hlred last
_year as its dxrjector of automafed
Sy‘stems B A e B
"'We:are on a- fast-track: sched-
ule to-bring into the North Caroli-
‘na General Assembly many of the
e capabﬂltles that. have ex-
isted ‘in"some of the other state
‘legislatures for a perlod of time,”
- Newkirk .said in a recent. mtel: i
view from his office; which opens
onto the legislative :patking ga-
rage..

“Ornie year ago, the North Garo-
lma ‘General - Assembly stood -
" .~ ---perhaps in the lower quarter
of ofﬁce automation and legisla-
tive information .systems,” he
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‘said.”Within 10 months he said,

“We’ll be in the upper quarter.”
The plans, which eéeventually

could cost the state $3 million,

reqmre approval of tbe leglsla-

‘See COMPUTER; page 2D
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M. Glenn Newkirk, director‘ of automated systems for the General Assembly,
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Staff photo-bv John Rottet
at a terminal
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Computer system could i increase efficiency of General Assembly

Continued from page 1D

fure. But the strong interest of key
legislators make such approval
likely.

Senate Majority Leader Ken-
D-Durham,
and three other legislators form a

subcommittee of the Legislative .

Services Committee that guides
Newkirk’s plans and progress.

" The other three members are
- Rep. William T. Watkins of Ox-

ford, Rep. Daniel T. Blue Jr. of

' Raleigh and Sen. David R. Parnell
" of Parkton. All are Democrats.

Newkirk’s plans would enable

legislators and their assistants to
use computers to produce and

- retrieve hundreds of reports, cal-
- endars and bills that now are
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typed and distributed on paper.

Computerization would make in-
formation about the economy, tax
trends and other matters avail-
able more quickly to legislators
and the staff lawyers and re-
searchers who advise them, New-

kirk said.

«“There will be a substantial.

productivity increase in the legis-
latlve staff, " Newkirk said.
He conceded, however, that the
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planned computer expansion will

have polifical ramlﬁCcatIO"lS as
well.

Politicians who have, or appear
to have, the most and-best infor-
mation often conirol legisiative
initiatives, debates and resuits. In
an arena where the legisiative and
executive branches vie {0 set

- political agendas, the expanded

computer operations wiil give the
legislature a new asset, Newkirk

said.

“The legislature is a sepai'ate
branch of government, and our
government rests on a foundation

of checks and balances and sepa-

ration of power,” he said. “It’s
clear that for many tvpes of
information, the legislature has
relied heavily on the executive
branch in the past.”

Private cifizens — even those
who {follow legislative action
closely — will derive few direct

benefits from the proposed com-

puter expansions. Except for the
telephone line to inform cailers of
a bill’s status, the major pro-
grams being planned would be

accessible only to legislators and

staff members, Newkirk said.

8A1346187E%402446426-157A6CBDB7AAB87C%4045>

Just as major spending bills
now are carefully guarded from
reporters and other non-legisla-
fors until the moment they are

handed fo committee members,

so would computerized informa-
tion about proposed biils, econom-
ic trends and other matters be

available only to General Assem- .

bly members and authorized em-
ployees, he said.

Newkirk said he would regular-
ly change passwords and otiher
codes that would enable autho-
rized people to use the legislative

- computer system. “Everything in -

the legislature  revolves around
strategy and timing,”” he said.
““Therefore, security of the infor-
mation system is crucial.”
Despite his interest in secrecy,
‘Newkirk is proud of one proposed
feature that would be availabie to
anyone with a push-button tele-
phone: the bill-status system.
During a legislative session,
hundreds of people call the Legis-
lative Building to find the number
and status of a pending bill that
interests or worries them, he said.
Those
lobbyists and government offi-

people — many of them

cials — usually need the informa-

fion promptly, because commit- -

fees sometimes act on bﬂls Wlth
short notice.

Under the planned cys’a-:n:r. a
Bill-watcher still would need to

.know a bill’s number, which he

could obtain by phone from legis-
lative employees. With the num-
ber in hand, the person could dial
the computer information num-
ber, punch in the bill’s number
and hear a computer veice say
where the bill is and when it is
scheduled for action. The data
would be up-fo-date, Newkirk
said, because legislative clerks
would inform the computer as
soon as a bill’s status changed.
“It doesn’t exist anywhere in

the country,” Newkirk said, but

he hopes to have such a system
working in North Carolina by
June 1986, when the General As-
sembly convenes.

-In addition to the blll-status

system, -the General Assembly

plans three major features of its

~expanded computer facilities.

Sorme are not scheduled until 1987,
and none will be availabie to the
public, Newkirk said. The pro-

law.

posed features are:
® Quick access to various infor-
mation about the state’s economic

features. The computer will give .
legislators up-to-date information

about empioyment, population

and hundreds of other topics.:

Currently, that information either
is not readily available or is found
in bulky paperbound reports that
quickly become outdated, he said.

» Computerization of all state

laws. The proposed “statutory
retrieval” system would enable

computer operators quickly to

call up state laws, including those

recently changed by the legisla-
ture, according to topic. Legisla-
tors and staff members now rely

- on volumes of books that contain

the laws. The books must be
supplemented or replaced annual-
ly, after each legislative session.
m Computer-assisted bill draft-
Ing. A legislator or staff member
would use a computer terminal

and the statutory refrieval pro-
~ gram to quickly print a proposed

new lawora change In an emstmg

Newklrk, 33,- was steered {o
North Carolina by Royall. They

met when Newkirk was workin g
on computer programs for the
National Conference of State Leg
islatures in Denver, Colo. .
Newkirk, who makes $66,000-a
year, said he particularly enjoys
the political atmosphere of the
General Assembly. “I could preb—
ably’ make a lot more money
putting in computer equipment

for fastfood restaurants,” = he

said.
Legislators eventua]]y Wﬂl have

aceess to computer terminals tied

to the General Assembly’s main
computer, he said. But leglslaters
who want their own microcompu-
ters, which they could program
themselves ‘will bhave to buy
them, he said. | .
Newklrk who keeps a manual

- typewnter next to his desk be-

cause he thinks it’s wasteful to use
a computer and printer to send.a
short note, said computers willngt
necessarily make the General
Assembly a better puklic body &
“It’s not a panacea by any
stretch of the imagination,” he
said. “Computers don’t make poh

- cy.- It’s not the computer drafting

the bill.”
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