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By DAVID C’OOPER.
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- House cdlleagues last week:

Iaﬂmeweekmdaha&ﬂ:ey’ve
acted Xke 170 proud new papas. §
The@ytheyvebemamng
over:sﬂmrnewhmne—&ess.z
| milfon State House.

And, mcaseymham’tnot—
iced, most of what the honorables B
 have done tv date has revolved
arouad the handsome new struc-
ture, its orivate cfifices, pyramid-
ed mof, plush ved carpets, and
indoor courtyands.

. Beaufort County Rep. Wayland SRR
dabors’ thrifls when be told his
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“WemMammdplamng
wihitlieeanewtoy Christ-
mas.”

It’s All Theirs.

Sermwons alsp had en explana-
tion for all the attention legisla.
tors have given the Siate House.

“R's the first thing that be-
longed to us.,”” be told the House
with a plaintive note in his voice.

The General Assembly, in the
only bill # has passed or even
dehatedmsm,hasmadezt
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land supervised ccasiruction of;
ﬂreStateHo.rseandhsbeﬂ]

i infroduced by White also and
caﬂedfm-a!egﬁauvecmmms-
sion to hﬂldmg.setaﬂ

1)

County Rep. Sneed High,
jecting to the new law.
Jongs to the people.”
High’s voice, however, was
drowned oot in 2 sea of o&\ar

lofthecomn'nss:onthatpl_medmwmtesbﬂlwasamedtou

2llocate space in the State House, !

but the bl was still in committee.

In the meantime, legistators
were beginning to find their way
around the big building. They ob-

'Ihene.ﬁbiﬁoiﬂ:emwas viously liked 1what: they found.

The structure has pravate of-
fices for each Assemblyman and
the henorables were eager to take

tp permanent residence in the

rights™ on temporary offices.
During. the time # took for
the ste Rules Committee to

up with the bngnt idea that it
wou.d be wise to go ahead and
assign the offices and committee
rooms.
So, a resolution was introduced
in the MHouse, and quickly passed,

|

rooms. Some ook ‘‘squatter’s!

wiosapmv‘mgthelaw
'Ihelegmtm-egotoﬁtoafast
start talking and acting about its
pew home on the very first day
of the sessin, Feb. 6.
Sen. Thomas J. White o! Le-

noir, the proudest papa of.them
aﬂ.modmedme&stmld

ito have the Senmate and House
‘| Rutes Committees take on this
Fl1':.1:-m-ei.

Legislators went home for their
first weekend still agog over their
new home and undoubtedly spent
.|much time proudly inviting con-

stituents to ‘“‘come to Rale
cormmliee rooms hadn’t been as- ol ign

time.”

and see our new building some-
signed. The commission proposed €
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Over the same weekend, Wake
County Rep. Archie McMillan
found that his constituents had
tried to do just that, but couldn‘t.

After McMillan complained
about the State House bei
IockedonS\mdaytovmtm's an-
other resolution was put in, ask-|
ﬁthalltbekeptmon&m-

White’s bill, in the meantime,
was rewritten, passed by the
House, seltbacktotheSenate.
amended there and went back o

study White's bill, someone came!|the House where it was finally

approved and became law.
House  Rules members then
Started WOITYing over how phones
in each of the 1720 little offices
would be used and settled down
to ironing out other such knotty
problems about the buildmg
The -six-member  commission

|
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tate House. New Toy for the Lawmakers?.
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Mcny North Carolinians saw the new Stote House for the first time when it opened to tl-ae pnblu: tlus weekeml

Created by the new law was ap-
pointed, met and began parcelling
out space in the building.

In an interview. one of the

members of the commission, vet-
eran Rowan County Rep. George

lJel'ngUzzell,s::m:lhet.h:m‘gv,hi:themasw

State . House could shorten ses-

sions of the Legislature and

shouid result in more efficient
lawmaking.

Uzzell, Jobg an advocate of bet-
ter tools for the legislative branch
of government, foresaw the
eventual possible need for a leg-
islative counsel to do research
and gather data for Assembly-
men between sessicns, and some
form of contibuous legislative
committee that could handle
some chores when the rest of
the boys were not in town.

Just before the legistators head-
ed for home again Friday, balky
House members put a temporary
halt {0 a request by Tar Heel
Jaycees that they be allowed to
use the State House next month
on a Salurday when the Legisia-
ture hoids oanly brief sessions.

As one of the rbjectors, Rep.
Clyde Harriss of Rowan, put it:

- “Tt was built for tne General As-

ly ””.
‘And, whether 1t was because
he was beginning to feel at home
in the $6.2. million building or
not, another member of the com-
mission running the State House,
Rep. 1. C. Crawford of Bum-
combe, was advocating annual
sessions of the General Assembly
as he headed off for a weekend

,in the mountains.

The pride of the lmpapasand
their concern for rearing their

new domed bambino appeared
likely to cause more talk and
action . in the weeks ahead
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