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These charts and tables were created by the Fiscal Research Division, a nonpartisan central staff 
division serving all members of the North Carolina House of Representatives and State Senate. 
 
  

 

This chart shows the change in the number of non-farm jobs in North Carolina since 1983; it also shows 
how the industries that comprise those jobs have changed over time. See page two for a detailed table 
of figures. 

 

Notes:  

1) “Non-Farm Employment” is a measure of the number of workers in most non-agricultural industries 
in the State. The data exclude some groups of workers, including the military, private household 
employees, unincorporated self-employed people, and the non-profit sector.  

2) Data are compiled quarterly by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, are seasonally adjusted, and were 
provided by Moody's Analytics. Data represent the fourth quarter (Dec 31) of each calendar year.  
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North Carolina Non-Farm Employment in Thousands (Seasonally Adjusted)
Industry Sector 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008 2013 2018 2023
Manufacturing 816      839     820     788     580     499     445     478     471     

Trade, Utilities, & Transport. 468      617     635     721     718     752     762     836     937     

Government 395      472     536     605     652     722     713     727     733     

Professional & Business Svcs. 140      222     286     395     427     491     560     642     763     

Education/Health/Leisure Svcs. 331      435     556     680     788     934     999     1,122 1,233 
Education & Health 166      212     292     365     439     532     560     617     694     
Leisure & Hospitality 165      223     264     315     348     402     438     505     538     

Other Industries 321      424     440     595     612     663     602     708     804     
Financial Activities 102      132     143     182     192     211     210     244     299     
Construction 118      166     162     221     213     222     175     226     248     
Other Services 61        79       85       124     142     161     153     163     173     
Information 40        47       50       67       64       68       65       75       84       

Natural Resources & Mining            6           7           8           9           7           6           6           6           6 

Total Non-Farm Employment 2,470  3,016 3,282 3,792 3,782 4,067 4,086 4,519 4,946 


