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These charts and tables were created by the Fiscal Research Division, a nonpartisan central staff 
division serving all members of the North Carolina House of Representatives and State Senate. 
 
 

 

This chart shows the change in the number of non-farm jobs in North Carolina since 1980; it also shows 
how the industries that comprise those jobs have changed over time. See page two for a detailed table 
of figures. 

Notes:  

1) “Non-Farm Employment” is a measure of the number of workers in most non-agricultural industries 
in the State. The data exclude some groups of workers, including the military, private household 
employees, unincorporated self-employed people, and the non-profit sector.  

2) Data are compiled quarterly by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, are seasonally adjusted, and were 
provided by Moody's Analytics. Data represent the first quarter (March 31) of each calendar year.  
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, provided by Moody's Analytics.
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North Carolina Non-Farm Employment in Thousands (Seasonally Adjusted)
Industry Sector 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
Manufacturing 834     815     837     834     765     571     431     459     477     

Trade, Utilities, & Transport. 445     508     640     659     748     734     709     784     847     

Government 382     413     490     552     613     665     712     716     737     

Professional & Business Svcs. 124     159     242     308     419     445     473     584     647     

Education/Health/Leisure Svcs. 284     359     471     584     707     823     925     1,026  1,151  
Education & Health 148      174      233      307      380      463      537      571      623      
Leisure & Hospitality 136      185      238      278      327      361      389      455      527      

Other Industries 317     362     449     482     633     645     588     629     737     
Financial Activities 96        107      137      147      185      198      202      220      259      
Construction 119      142      170      174      229      227      177      185      231      
Other Services 56        64        84        101      138      146      138      148      162      
Information 39        41        49        53        73        67        66        71        79        

Natural Resources & Mining 6           6           8           8           9           7           6           6           6           

Total Non-Farm Employment 2,386  2,616  3,130  3,420  3,885  3,882  3,838  4,198  4,596  
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, provided by Moody's Analytics.


